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the military tax laid upon the Greeks by the Porte was
to be in the hands of the Church authorities so that the
Turkish officers should come into contact with the Greek
subjects as little as possible.
Thus was established a sort of imperium in imperio.
This policy has had wide reaching results not anticipated
at the time. The sultan regarded the patriarch of Con-
stantinople as the head of all his Christian subjects; but
as he and his successors extended their conquests they
found various bodies of Christians that did not acknowl-
edge the authority of this head, even of those who went
under the name of Orthodox. There were three other
patriarchs who claimed independent jurisdiction; those
of Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria. Moreover there
were several Christian communities who owed allegiance
to none of them but to the Pope of Borne. This required
new arrangements, but the same principle was pursued,
in dealing with them as with the Orthodox. The ecclesi-
astical heads of these sects were recognized in the same
way as the patriarchs of Constantinople and given simi-
lar authority, but their election must be confirmed by the
sultan. In the case of the papal sects only the local heads
were recognized.
The policy thus outlined has brought about wholly
unforeseen results. The Christian subjects of the Porte
have been taught to look upon their ecclesiastical heads
as their immediate rulers and protectors and their alle-
giance has been primarily to them, or to their Church, and
their feeling of loyalty or patriotism has been to them
rather than to the sultan. Love of country as commonly
understood has been wanting, as has been plainly demon-
strated whenever the sultan was at war with other
powers and especially in the events of the last few years.
Also this policy has furnished occasion for the interfer-
ence of foreign powers in the affairs of the Empire in
the interests of the sects, which have frequently invoked

